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Guidance Helps View Environmental Impacts from Life-Cycle Perspective 
Considering Each Stage of Products’ Life Improves Green Decisions 

  

Washington, D.C. – As governments and businesses seek to buy greener and safer products, 

new guidance will help them take a broader view and consider the full range of environmental 

impacts that products have throughout their lives. MDB, Inc. announced today that the 

guidance, developed by the Sustainable Materials Management Coalition, provides advice to 

help organizations make more informed environmental decisions. 

Green purchasing requires moving beyond narrow aspects of products, such as recycled 

content or energy use, and understanding the entire life cycle of products – the environmental 

impacts they have from the initial extraction of raw materials through their manufacturing and 

use to their eventual disposal. The report gives government, private-sector and community-

based organizations, and the public simple, non-technical advice on how to apply life-cycle 

thinking to making product choices and end-of-life materials management issues.  

Life-cycle thinking “recognizes the importance of potential environmental effects at each stage 

of a product’s life,” the guidance said. “Focusing on just one stage or one effect can be 

misleading. Instead, a broader look at life-cycle considerations can often illuminate 

unsuspected or surprising effects.” 

“Guidance on Life-Cycle Thinking and Its Role in Environmental Decision Making” was 

developed by the Coalition, which is composed of representatives of business, academia, 

environmental and community organizations, and state and local governments, in partnership 

with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). It provides instructive examples of how 

life-cycle thinking has already been applied.  

EPA’s Assistant Administrator for Solid Waste and Emergency Response, Mathy Stanislaus, cited 

the guidance’s “practical, real-world examples” and how thinking about the entire life cycle of a 

product “is an essential tool for informing sustainability programs, and . . . evaluating 

alternatives.” 

“This is unique and user-friendly guidance on life-cycle thinking,” said the Coalition’s Chair, 

Timothy Fields, a Senior Vice President at MDB, Inc. and former EPA Assistant Administrator for  



 

Solid Waste and Emergency Response. “It will be a very useful tool for government, industry, 

and community stakeholders, and the public. It will advance the nation’s focus on sustainable 

materials management.”    

Waste Management, a national leader in recycling and materials management, was a primary 

supporter of this effort. “We commend the Sustainable Materials Management Coalition for 

another very valuable report and for the great job it has done bringing business, government, 

and environmental advocates together to talk about the importance of life-cycle thinking,” said 

Barry Caldwell, Senior Vice President, Public Affairs and Communications, Waste 

Management. “Life-cycling thinking marries long-term environmental protection with strategic 

business planning, and this guidance will allow us to provide even better counsel to customers 

and others, and to achieve our sustainability goals.” 

“As someone who has worked with many communities, I believe that this guidance on life-cycle 

thinking will be an eye-opener for many communities,” said Vernice Miller-Travis, Vice Chair, 

Maryland State Commission on Environmental Justice and Sustainable Communities, and a 

member of the Coalition. “I believe that this guidance will be a tremendous asset to 

communities in facilitating their involvement in environmental decision-making, and better 

inform choices by community members.”  

“DuPont has found life-cycle thinking and life-cycle analysis to be a powerful tool in developing 

sustainable products,” said Michael Parr, North American Advocacy Manager, DuPont, and a 

member of the Coalition. “DuPont is pleased to have contributed to the Coalition’s efforts in 

developing this important product. I hope that this guidance will benefit large, medium, and 

small businesses and will help them with more sustainable product development.”   

“The State of Oregon has successfully used life-cycle thinking and life-cycle analysis on several 

projects over the last several years,” said David Allaway, State of Oregon Department of 

Environmental Quality, and a member of the Coalition. “We’ve found it to be very helpful, and 

think that this guidance will help other state, local and tribal governments in achieving their 

sustainability goals.”  

The Coalition will conduct an extensive outreach effort to assist in the dissemination and use of 

this guidance. Outreach activities will include distributing the guidance to stakeholders across 

the United States, briefing stakeholder organizations, preparing and disseminating a short 

primer on the contents, and a conducting a national webinar.  
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