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I congratulate and thank the Sustainable Materials Management Coalition (SMMC) for developing the 
report on Reducing the Environmental Impact of Materials Use. The SMMC continues to be a valuable 
resource for the agency and other stakeholders as we seek to improve the efficiency and use of materials 
throughout their life cycles while increasing environmental benefits overall. These efforts are critical for 
both economic growth and the environment. The Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development predicts that global demand for materials will increase by more than 35% over the next 15 
years. Moreover, one half to three quarters of annual raw material inputs to industrial economies are 
returned as waste to the environment within a year. I have represented the United States at G7 
deliberations to advance strategies to decouple materials from the economy with a focus on scaling up 
best practices in partnership with the private sector. The leadership of SMMC and, in particular, its 
multi-stakeholder collaboration is more important than ever. 

We appreciate the efforts to further the conversation about Sustainable Materials Management (SMM) 
and work towards better measurement, data collection, and explanation of the data. I'm pleased to see 
the SMMC recognizes the important contribution of the Facts and Figures report and the thoughtful 
suggestions about how to improve the information to make it more useful to our stakeholders. I agree 
that building on the Facts and Figures report is an important step to support measurement goals and 
document progress. More fully explaining the data in the report can also provide important context to 
understanding what the information is showing. 

As your report mentions, the costs and benefits of materials reuse and recycling play an important role in 
the U.S. economy, especially within the manufacturing sector. In 2001 , EPA collaborated on the U.S. 
Recycling Economic Information Study, which estimates the economic impact of recycling on the 
United States' economy. We are fmalizing a new report that proposes a new methodology to estimate 
the economic impact of recycling on jobs, wages and taxes; the report is expected to be released soon. 
Our intent is to continue to explore other areas where economic analysis is needed. 

I sincerely appreciate the time and effort spent in developing the report. The suggestions throughout the 
report will be considered by my team, and I look forward to continued dialogue as we work to promote 
Sustainable Materials Management. 

~ 

Mathy S islaus 
Assistant Administrator 
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