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Sustainable Materials Management Coalition Report Will Help Reduce the 
Environmental Impact of Materials Use 

Washington, D.C. – The Sustainable Materials Management 
Coalition (SMCC) is a diverse, multi-year, private-public 
partnership, comprising representatives of business, academia, 
environmental and community organizations, and State 
government organizations, and including the participation of the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The Coalition 
provides advice to EPA and other stakeholders on sustainable 
materials management, which involves using or reusing materials 
in the most productive and environmentally sustainable ways across their entire life cycle. The 
Coalition goals are to reduce waste and adverse effects on the environment, and conserve 
resources. 

The Coalition is announcing today a new report which supports a national goal of reducing the 
negative environmental impact of materials use across their entire life cycle. Together, reduced 
waste generation and increased recycling result in reduced materials use, as well as reduced 
adverse environmental impacts. The report contains specific findings and recommendations on 
how to reduce the environmental impact of materials use. 

EPA’s Assistant Administrator for Land and Emergency Management, Mathy Stanislaus, has 
discussed the fact that reducing the environmental impact of materials use is a shared 
responsibility of government, business, and community stakeholders.  In 2009, EPA published 
Sustainable Materials Management: the Road Ahead http://epa.gov/smm/pdf/vision2.pdf, 
introducing the concept of Sustainable Materials Management or “SMM”.    This latest report 
from the SMMC provides additional comments to EPA in supporting their SMM policy concept. 

“This report provides some important new information on actions which will reduce the 
environmental impact of materials use,” said the Coalition’s Chair, Timothy Fields, Senior Vice 
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President at MDB and former EPA Assistant Administrator for Solid Waste and Emergency 
Response. “It will be a very useful tool for government, industry, and community stakeholders, 
and the public. It will advance the nation’s focus on sustainable materials management.   We 
want to both reduce the waste generation rate, and increase the recycling rate.” 

Waste Management, a national leader in recycling and materials management, was a primary 
supporter of this effort. “We commend the Sustainable Materials Management Coalition for 
another very valuable report and for the great job it has done bringing business, government, 
and environmental advocates together to talk about the importance of reducing the 
environmental impact of materials use,” said Barry Caldwell, Senior Vice President, Corporate 
Affairs and Chief Legal Officer. “The report marries long-term environmental protection with 
strategic planning, and will allow us to provide even better counsel to our customers as well as 
to state and local policy makers, and regulators, as we strive to help them achieve their 
sustainability goals.” 

"As someone who has worked with many, many communities over the last three decades, I 
believe that this report provides direction on how to reduce the sometimes adverse 
environmental impacts of waste treatment, storage, recycling and disposal facilities upon 
nearby communities,” said Vernice Miller-Travis, Vice Chair, Maryland State Commission on 
Environmental Justice and Sustainable Communities, and a member of the Coalition. “I believe 
that this report can be a tremendous asset to local communities in facilitating their involvement 
in environmental decision-making and better inform the choices local community members and 
local governments make."  

“Dow believes that reducing the environmental impact of materials use and increasing the 
benefits of materials use are important national goals,” said Jeff Wooster, Global Sustainability 
Director, Packaging & Specialty Plastics, The Dow Chemical Company, and a member of the 
Coalition. “Dow is pleased to have contributed to the Coalition’s efforts in developing this 
important product. I hope that this report will benefit large, medium, and small businesses and 
will help them manage materials in a more sustainable and environmentally beneficial 
manner.”   

“We continue to see tremendous value in sustainable Materials Management and the critical 
role recycling plays in its success,” said Keefe Harrison, Executive Director of The Recycling 
Partnership, and a member of the Coalition.  “Meaningful change begins with actionable data 
and solid measurement, and we believe this report will light the path to partnerships and 
programs that will lead to a more productive and sustainable future.” 
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The Coalition will conduct an extensive outreach effort to assist in the dissemination and use of 
this report. Outreach activities will include distributing the report to stakeholders across the 
United States, briefing stakeholder organizations, preparing and disseminating a short primer 
on the contents, transmitting information about the report via social media, and other 
communication mechanisms.  
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